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R' Ben Zion Abba Shaul, zt"l, was born in Yerushalayim in 1924 to R' Eliyahu, an immigrant from Persia, and his wife, Benaya. Although a shoemaker by trade, R' Eliyahu was also a dedicated scholar. 


Benaya, too, valued Torah study; when she was pregnant with the future R' Ben Zion, she asked every scholar she met to bless her that her son should grow up to be a talmid chacham. 


At age 11, young Ben Zion entered Yeshivat Porat Yosef. His first teacher was R' Yehuda Sadkah, who taught a class of young prodigies that also included the future Chief Rabbi and renowned posek R' Ovadiah Yosef. 


R' Ben Zion continued to progress to the highest class taught by R' Ezra Attiah. Eventually, R' Ben Zion himself became rosh yeshiva. When R' Ben Zion was about 20 years old, one of the leading American sages, R' Eliezer Silver, came to Yeshivat Porat Yosef in the company of a wealthy American who was investigating which yeshiva was most worthy of his sizable donation. 

Tested by Rabbi Eliezer Silver


R' Ben Zion was chosen as the student to be tested by R' Silver, who asked the young scholar a question in the obscure area of Taharot (laws of ritual purity). When R' Ben Zion gave his answer, R' Silver said that he had asked the same question 40 years earlier to R' Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk (author of Ohr Sameach and Meshech Chochmah) and had received the same answer. 


R' Ben Zion later told R' Attiah that he had a second answer to the question as well, but since the first answer sufficed to secure the donation, offering a second answer might have been considered showing- off. 


R' Ben Zion was recognized by Ashkenazic and Sephardic scholars alike for his "amelut" (inadequately translated "effort" or "toil") at Torah study. It is said that when he finished delivering a Torah lecture, he would inevitably be soaked with perspiration. His hatmadah / diligence also was legendary.

Lived Next Door to R’ Ovadiah Yosef


As a young married man, he lived next door to R' Ovadiah Yosef and even their walks to and from yeshiva together would be occupied with reviewing pages of Talmud by heart. R' Ben Zion encouraged the study of kabbalah, but only for those who had purified their character traits. He used to say, "If a man doesn't know how to get along with his wife, how can he learn kabbalah and be called a mekubal?" 


Besides his scholarship, R' Ben Zion was known for giving blessings that were fulfilled. When asked why he had this ability, he responded humbly, "Hashem promised Avraham that anyone who blesses Avraham's descendants will be blessed. When people come to me for blessings, they kiss my hand, which is a form of blessing to me. Thus, they themselves are blessed." R' Ben Zion passed away on 19 Tammuz 5758 (1998). (Aleppo: City of Scholars Hamaayan) 
Reprinted from the Parashat Pinchos 5778 email of whY I Matter, the parsha sheet of the Young Israel of Midwood (Brooklyn,) edited by Reb Yedidye Hirtenfeld.

A Land the

Grows Immorality

By Rabbi Bentzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com
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“Yisrael settled in Shittim and the people began to act promiscuously with the daughters of Moav.” — Bemidbar 25:1


Balak, the king of Moav, saw the supernatural success the Jews experienced when they left Mitzrayim, and he feared that his people would be destroyed. He hired the gentile prophet, Bila’am, to curse the Jews. HASHEM thwarted Bila’am’s efforts, and against his will, he blessed the Jewish people. 

Recognizing that hes couldn’t curse them, he gave Balak an alternate strategy: “Their G-d hates promiscuity. Entrap the men in sin, and G-d will destroy them.” Balak sent the message out to the Moabite women, and thus began one of the lowest descents in our history. In the end, 24,000 Jewish men were involved in sin and were killed by plague.


When setting the backdrop for these events, the Torah mentions that the Jewish people camped in Shittim. This fact seems to be irrelevant. What difference does it make where they stopped? 

Rabbenu Bachaye explains that the city of Shittim was pivotal in these events, and it was only because the Jewish people were encamped in that area that the entire debacle unfolded. He explains that in Shittim, there was a stream of water that caused people to act immorally. This stream fed Sodom, and that was why people there became so depraved. The Torah mentions Shittim to let us know that it was because of that particular location that the Jews fell to that low level. The area was infused with a negative force.


This concept is very difficult to understand. How can a stream of water cause immorality? How can one place be more depraved than another simply because of physical attributes like a stream?


The best way to understand this is to focus on almost an opposite phenomenon.

A legend in our times

In the annals of recent Jewish history, one of the shining stars was a man named R’ Meir Schuster. He became a one-man kiruv dynamo and is credited for tens of thousands of Jews returning to Torah. At his funeral, R’ Noach Weinberg, zt”l, himself an icon in the ba’al teshuvah movement, said, “I am jealous of R’ Meir’s olam ha-ba.”


But those who knew him as a young man in yeshivah said they never would have expected it of him. He was a humble, soft-spoken, and shy person. He was not particularly charismatic, nor was he a great speaker.


R’ Schuster’s ascent to the level of legend began in 1968 when he was a young kollel student who had just moved to Israel. He and his friend Chaim Kass went to daven at the Kosel, and they noticed many people there who had no connection to Judaism. Nevertheless, these people were visibly moved simply by being there. The thought struck them both: “Why can’t someone connect with all these Jews whose neshamos are lit up by the Kosel?” But sadly, there was nothing in place to help them explore what they were missing.


All of that changed when they noticed a young man wearing a backpack, leaning against the Kosel, and crying. Chaim walked over to him and asked if he would be interested in learning more about Judaism. The young man responded that he would. For the next two weeks, R’ Meir Schuster and R’ Chaim kept returning to the Kosel to try to interest more people in exploring Judaism. 

By nature, R’ Schuster is particularly quiet and reserved, an introvert not naturally given to conversation, and so R’ Chaim initially did the talking. Within a couple of weeks, however, R’ Schuster began to take the lead. 

And for the next forty years, R’ Meir Schuster was at the Kosel, inviting young men and women to experience a Shabbos and explore their heritage. He became known as the “Man of the Wall.” And, today, thousands and thousands of ba’alei teshuvah credit their return to him.

Capturing the moment

But what was his secret? How did a shy, unassuming man accomplish so much? Certainly his sincerity and burning love for every Jew propelled him. But it was the time and the place that made it happen. Standing in Yerushalayim, the holiest city in the world, and there at its epicenter, the place of the Beis HaMikdash, a Jewish heart is aglow. The aura is pervasive and powerful. Rabbi Schuster tapped into that experience and guided people to further explore its wonder. What he did was gargantuan, but it was the Kosel that moved them.

A stream that causes immorality

This seems to be the answer to Rabbenu Bachaye. “The land of Shittim caused immorality” is literal. There was a pull to depravity in that place. HASHEM created many forces in this world; some function on a physical plane, and some on a different plane. If you electrify a piece of iron, it exerts an electromagnetic pull — a force so powerful that it can lift a full-sized SUV. 

So, too, HASHEM created forces that affect the spiritual world. Yerushalayim is infused with holiness; there is a presence in the air. When a person walks the streets, his soul lights up, and the pull toward ruchniyus is palpable. But just as HASHEM created specific places that effuse kedushah, He also created places that give off the opposite effect. There are places on this planet that exert a potent force that pulls a person to vice. It strengthens the hold of the body over the neshamah, and a person is drawn to do that which is sinful — not for the pleasure alone, but for the immorality of the action.

San Francisco

This concept is applicable to us, as even today, there are cities that are notorious for depravity. While we may be tempted to explain it based on sociological factors and circumstances, there is often a deeper, underlying cause. As part of keeping everything in this world in balance, HASHEM chooses some areas to be receptacles of impurity.


By being aware of different spiritual forces, and by becoming more sensitive to these pulls, we can tap into the dynamics that will propel our spiritual growth. May HASHEM speedily redeem us, and may we all live again in the most holy of all lands, our birthright, Eretz Yisrael.

Reprinted from this week’s website on TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parshas Pinchas 5778
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Pinchas was introduced to us at the conclusion of last week's Torah reading in a less than auspicious manner. In a terribly chaotic and immoral situation affecting the Jewish people, Moshe and the other leaders of Israel are at a loss as to how to arrest the moral destruction of the people occurring before their very eyes.


One would've thought that a rousing sermon or a prophetic vision could have been the mechanism to help arrest and correct the situation. But instead, Pinchas takes the law into his own hands and before everyone's shocked eyes kills a prince of Israel and his evil and immoral lover.


One can readily appreciate that this behavior would not find favor amongst many. Many, if not all, of the onlookers to the terrible scene created by Zimri undoubtedly felt that some action was required to stop the immorality and the plague that it caused.


 But no one thought that the action of Pinchas was necessarily justified. To put it in terms of today's political correctness, he used “excessive force.” Yet, it seems that Heaven approved of his actions and is willing to reward him eternally for so doing.


This illustrates a basic concept and value that governs Jewish thought regarding matters of history and behavior. It is what the prophet Isaiah points out to us: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts nor are My ways you ways.” Human beings are always left wondering as to the ways of Heaven. In the view of Heaven, Pinchas is a hero who will eventually bring peace and harmony to the Jewish world. Human beings, because of our mortal limitations are unable to fathom as to why this should have been.


The Jewish people seem to have made peace with Pinchas and his leadership role. He appears before us with Joshua and later with the Judges of Israel as one of the leaders of the people in war and in peace and even as the High Priest. Yet he will always be remembered in Jewish tradition for his courageous act of zealotry and for preventing the plague from destroying Israel during this incident with Zimri in the desert of Sinai.


Often in human experience, individuals, even if they live long and productive lives with many different experiences and accomplishments, are nevertheless remembered and always associated with one individual situation and life altering decision. 


All the later accomplishments of Pinchas, his role in the conquest of Jericho, the tension regarding the vow of Yiftach and the unnecessary sacrifice of his daughter and even his role as High Priest of Israel are all secondary.  Jewish memory of the one act that many of his contemporaries did not agree with and yet one that Heaven bestowed blessings upon him and his descendants because of it, is the one for which he is remembered.


We cannot choose how we will be remembered by those who come after us. We can only realize that every act that we commit has meaning and importance and that it is the opinion of Heaven that will ultimately determine the justice and eternity of our behavior.

Reprinted from the Parshas Pinchas 5778 website of Rabbiwein.com
A Blast from the Past
A Great Way to Thank Hashem Five Times a Day

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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The Chovos HaLevovos teaches us that “Dvorim sherotzeh l’hasmid bah, al tivtach bah - Things that you want to continue, don’t take them for granted!”  Thus, if we want the marvels of our body to operate continuously and smoothly, like our heart and our liver, our pancreas and our brain, our eyes and our ears, it would be wise for us to thank Hashem regarding them on a regular basis.

Dedicated Blessings

Of course, we have dedicated blessings for some of these functions such as the brocha in the morning of pokei’ach ivrim, He opens our eyes, and Ata chonein l’adam daas - You, Hashem, bequeath us knowledge, in the Shemone Esrei.  There is however a sweeping blessing that we make around five times daily which is a great time to thank Hashem for the many wonders of our amazing body and that is the great brocha of asher yatzar. The Tuvcha Yabi’u writes that the saying of asher yatzar with kavana, proper concentration is a great segula for good health.

This blessing was instituted regarding the wonders of the excretory system, and we conclude with “Rofei kol basar umafli la’asos - He cures all flesh and does so wondrously.”  We thank Hashem for curing us by removing the poisonous wastes from our bodies, thus curing us from their harmful effects.  Furthermore, we conclude with a flourish that He does so wondrously, since we, in our conscious minds, have no clue what part of the food is good for us and what part of it is harmful.  Still, despite our not knowing, the body separates and purges it amazingly on its own without our effort or knowledge.
Many References to Other Gifts of our Body

The blessing contains many references to the other gifts of our body and is a reservoir of opportunity to thank Hashem for the many amazing gifts that we might tend to take for granted.  For example, we start the brocha with the acknowledgment that Hashem created us with chochma, wisdom. The simple meaning of this is we thank Hashem for investing great wisdom in our incredible bodies.  For example, we benefit from the gift of hair in our nostrils that serves as a filtration system.  We have eyelids and eyelashes to facilitate comfortable sleep.  There are intricacies of sight and hearing, details that can fill thousands of books, and the list goes on.

But the Maharsha in Brochos gives yet another meaning to the reference to chochma: Hashem created us with wisdom.  When we were in our mother’s wombs, an angel teaches us all of Torah.  And although as we exit the angel strikes us over the lip and we forget It, It is all there in our subconscious and is much easier to recover.  This is the great blessing that every Jew is a Shas Yid and can learn all of Daf Yomi - for he already learned it once while he was a fetus.
Why Do We Repeat These Terms

Then, we thank Hashem for n’kavim n’kavim, chalulim chalulim, orifices and orifices, hollow organs and hollow organs.  Why do we repeat these terms?  The Vilna Gaon, zt”l, zy”a explains we do so to indicate that there are so many of them.  He adds that the gematria of chalulim chalulim is 248, the number of limbs in the human body.  The L’vush explains that we are referring to the beginning and end of the food digestion/excretion mechanism. So, n’kavim n’kavim refers to the mouth which starts the process by admitting the food and the rectum which concludes the process.  So too, chalulim chalulim refers to the esophagus and the colon and intestines, respectively.

Thus, in this brocha, we have a great place to thank Hashem for the smooth functioning of peristalsis by which food moves down the esophagus and the scores of enzymes that break up the foods.  We can meditate gratefully on the durability of the stomach lining which is not punctured by sharp pointed foods nor worn away by the sharp tasting foods we like to consume. We can reflect appreciatively about the reliability of our hearts pumping away nonstop, better than a Duracell battery, with amazing reliability for up to a dozen decades.

Perhaps there’s another reason we say n’kavim n’kavim, chalulim chalulim in repetition.  As we know, when a baby is in its mother’s womb, the mouth is closed and the belly button is open.  After the baby is born, that which was open closes and that which was closed opens.  To indicate that at different phases there are different openings and sealed areas might be why we repeat the openings and hollow organs.
A Vigorous Proclamation

We then vigorously proclaim “She’im yifasei’ach echad meihem o yisaseim echad meihem, i’efshar l’hiskayeim - If one of them would open or close we would not be able to exist.”  Here is a marvelous opportunity to thank Hashem that we have no tumors to block the necessary flow and functions of the body.  We also can have in mind our appreciation that we have no hemorrhages in the brain or elsewhere that can spell, rachmon litzlon, instant death.

It is interesting to note that we preface this awareness by saying, Galu’i v’yadua lifnei kisei K’vodecha - This is revealed and known before your Heavenly throne.  While this is certainly true, it is a bit puzzling since it isn’t only known by Hashem.  Everyone knows that we can’t survive with cysts and hemorrhages!  The Imrei Noam explains that it is emphasizing that even on His celestial lofty throne, Hashem still knows the details of our lowly needs. 
A Similarity to the Womb
It is also possible we are saying that while we are in the bathroom, it is only Hashem that sees what we are doing.  Even the angels that escort a person are asked by us [(cf. Masechtas Shabbos) hiskabdu m'chubadim - Honor us Oh honored ones,] to wait outside until we complete the process of relieving ourselves.  Thus, our behavior in the lavatory (e.g. personal modesty) is a litmus test of our yiras Shomayim, our awareness of Heaven.  Finally, it is possible that since we are also referring to the fetus in the mother’s womb, this state is truly only visible to Hashem and no one else.

May we be zoche to say this blessing with greater fervor and meaning and in that merit may Hashem bless us with good health, happiness, and everything wonderful!

Reprinted from the April 30, 2015 website of Matzav.com
Living with the Times

The Lesson of Pinchas
From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
[image: image4.jpg]




Moses, Aaron and the Elders stood weeping with despair, not knowing what to do. Zimri, a prince of the tribe of Shimon, had openly brought Kozbi, a Midianite woman, into his tent. 


Since the Giving of the Torah, the Jewish people had been forbidden to marry or have relations with Midianites. Witnessing this scene, together with the Jewish leaders stood Pinchas, one of Aaron's grandsons.

Pinchas saw that the leaders were silent, yet he did not hesitate. Courageously he reminded Moses of the law which the latter seemed to have forgotten--that under these circumstances, one who is "jealous" of G-d's honor may execute the offender. 

Moses replied, "You are the one who has remembered and reminded us of the law. You be the one to carry out the verdict." Pinchas entered Zimri's tent and slew him together with Kozbi. Pinchas had stemmed the tide of immorality and idol-worship, which had become rampant in the Jewish camp. As a result, Pinchas earned a great spiritual reward for averting G-d's anger against His people.


Pinchas was not only junior to the leaders in age but also in Torah learning. Yet, when Torah-law demanded action, Pinchas did not indulge in rationalization; he did not say "there must be a good reason why Moses, Aaron and the Elders--who surely know Torah better than I--are silent." 

No! Respectfully, yet boldly, Pinchas spoke up. Then, he took decisive action with great self-sacrifice--and saved Israel. G-d had caused Moses to forget the law, providing Pinchas with the opportunity to act, and earn G-d's reward of the priesthood.


To know is to do: If one becomes aware of a teaching that he can implement, of a mitzva he can do, let him do so. If one witnesses an action that needs to be corrected, let him speak up, let him act. If he sees that the accepted leaders are silent and inactive, let him realize that this may have happened in order that he should earn a special Divine reward. 

For in the Alm-ghty's plan for the universe, each individual has certain mitzvot and opportunities for Jewish action that are destined to be presented to him--and to no one else--for fulfillment. If, therefore, one notices that no one is taking action in a situation that he has come across, this may be because it is his mitzva, for him alone to fulfill.

Reprinted from the Parshas Pinchas 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Thoughts that Count

For Parshat Pinchas

My sacrifice... you shall observe to offer to me in its time. (Num. 28:2)

The Hebrew word used for "observe" is often used to imply hopeful anticipation of a future happening. Though we do not have the opportunity to observe the laws of sacrifice while in exile, our constant anticipation and hope for the rebuilding of the Temple gives us a portion in the sacrifices which were previously offered there. (Sefat Emet)

It is a continual burnt offering which was offered at Mt. Sinai (Num. 28:6)


A continual burnt-offering hints to the "hidden love" which every Jew has. This love is continuous, it never ceases. (Ohr HaTorah)

Let the L-rd, G-d of all living souls, appoint a man over the congregation (Num. 27:16)


Such was Moses' plea before G-d: Our father, as You are the G-d of all living souls--to the righteous and evil alike--so may You please grant your people a leader who will deal fairly with "all living souls" who will love each Jew equally.

(Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev)

Reprinted from the Parshas Pinchas 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Pinchas’ Delayed Reward
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Parashat  Pinhas  begins  with  G-d’s  announcement  of  the  reward  He  granted  to  Pinhas,  Aharon’s  grandson,  for  his  heroic  act  of  zealotry.  As  the  Torah  relates  in  the  final  verses  of  the  previous  Parasha,  Parashat  Balak, Pinhas  brought  a  halt  to  the  devastating  plague  that  ravaged  the  nation  and killed  24,000  people  as  a  result  of  their  immorality  and  worship  of  the  Ba’al  Pe’or  idol. He  ended  the  plague  by  killing  two  people  –  a  member  of  Beneh  Yisrael  and  a  Midyanite  woman  –  who  committed  a  public  act  of  immorality  in  front  of  the  entire  nation. 

A  number  of  commentators  raised  the  question  of  why  Pinhas’  reward  was  “delayed”  until  the  beginning  of  our  Parasha.  G-d’s  announcement  of  Pinhas’  reward  begins  a  new  paragraph  and  a  new  Parasha,  indicating  that  it  was  not  immediate,  that  it  was  not  automatic  that  Pinhas  would  be  rewarded  for  his  heroic  act. 

The  explanation  given  is  that  not  all  acts  of  zealotry  are  necessarily  valuable,  or  even  legitimate. People  act  in  a  zealous,  extreme  manner  for  all  kinds  of  reasons,  such  as  immaturity,  impulsivity,  the  thrill  of  controversy,  self-promotion,  or  advancing  some  sort  of  personal  agenda.  


And  when  acts  of  zealotry  are  driven  by  such  motives,  they  are  illegitimate  and  condemnable. G-d  paused,  so-to-speak,  before  announcing  Pinhas’  reward  in  order  to  dispel  the  possible  misconception  that  such  acts  are  inherently  admirable  and  automatically  bring  reward.


The  pause  points  to  the  hesitation  and  ambivalence  with  which  we  must  approach  such  acts,  and  the  extremely  delicate  nature  of  zealous  reaction  to  improper  behavior. The  validity  of  zealotry  must  be  carefully  weighed  and  considered  on  the  basis  of  the  person’s  motives  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  act  in  question.


Was  the  individual  sincerely  driven  by  a  desire  to  help  the  Jewish  people,  or  was  this  just  a  spontaneous,  immature  outburst?  Did  he  carefully  consider  alternatives,  and  take  into  account  the  consequences  of  his  action,  or  did  he  act  on  raw,  mindless  impulse? 

Pinhas’  reward  was  not  immediate  because  these  questions  needed  to  be  asked  before  the  announcement  was  made. In  the  end,  of  course,  G-d  emphatically  affirmed  that  Pinhas  acted  purely  for  the  sake  of  Hashem  and  the  Jewish  people. But  the  hesitation  teaches  us  to  exercise  extreme  caution  before  resorting  to  drastic  acts  in  the  name  of  G-d.
Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn (NY) where Rabbi Mansour serves as the spiritual leader.

Rav Avigdor Miller on 

Baseball and Avodah Zarah
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QUESTION: What is wrong with going to baseball games?
ANSWER: It states "You shouldn't walk in the ways and customs of the nations." The Rambam states in Hilchos Avodah Zarah that you shouldn't follow the practices of the goyim. Not because it's a certain practice that is wrong, but just because we should be different from the gentiles in the way we enjoy, in the way we behave, and even in the way we clothe ourselves. 


That's what the Rambam says. Otherwise, if you participate in the things that goyim do, it's not just that you're sitting in a baseball stadium. The real problem is that your mind and your dei'os, which means your character traits, will begin imitating the nations with whom you are associating.


Now let's say you sit down at a ballgame. All of sudden, the pitcher throws the ball and the man at the base gives a whack with the bat and everybody goes crazy: "Whoooo!" They're shouting! They stamp their feet and he's running and you are ignited. Your blood becomes ignited by the excitement, which means you are participating in the hevlei hagoyim, the emptiness of the gentiles.To be excited over nothing is avodah zarah.


When Moshe Rabeinu was coming down from Har Sinai, he said, "What's this kol? What's this sound that I hear from the camp? - It's not the sound of people shouting thanks to Hashem because they're winning a victory. That I could understand, to shout to Hashem for gevurah - you're winning a victory. And it's not the sound of crying out in weakness. If a person is afraid of losing a battle, he cries out to Hashem for help. That's also good. So crying out to Hashem in happiness or in entreaty, bakoshoh, I understand. 


But, just a voice of making noise for nothing! Noise for the sake of noise! A noise for nothing; that's avodah zarah, to get excited over nothing. We have to be excited over only one thing in this world: only - My soul becomes excited only about Hashem.�


And so, you're sitting at a ballgame and you go wild over a ball, over a pitcher, over a bat, then you have to know that you are really sinking your mind into the mire of avodah zarah, and you're beginning to lose all the segulos, all the precious attributes of the Jewish mind. In order for us to preserve our minds, our emunah, our attitudes, our understanding and our dei'os, our middos of character, our reactions, it's important to be apart from the goyim.


By the way, it's important to be apart from wicked Jews too. Not only wicked Jews, even Orthodox Jews who are fools. There are plenty of fools by the Orthodox too; oh yes! You have to be careful with whom you sit with in a beis haknesses. A fool sitting next to you can be speaking loshon harah or leitzanus during the davening. You have to be careful. The Rambam says a person is drawn in the way he thinks and the way he behaves according to with whom he associates.  Even the Orthodox are included in that.


But to associate with gentiles is a special lav (prohibition) of the Torah. Lo seilchu ba’chukas hagoy. It's telling you that as much as possible you should avoid the things that gentiles do because once you start doing the things that they do, even though it seems harmless, you should know that in all other areas as well your mind begins working like a gentile mind. TAPE # 928 (September 1993)

Reprinted from the June 29, 2018 email of Toras Avigdor.
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